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From the Desk of Pastor Claire
Today as Alan and I looked at our calendars trying to figure
some things out for our future sermons. I began to wonder
what does our future hold? How can we prepare? After all this
is what spring and Easter is about right?!? Renewal. Growth.
The Cleaning Out of the Old and the looking forward to the
future.
Isaiah 43:19 NIV says, "See, I am doing a new thing! Now it
springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the
wilderness and streams in the wasteland."
Andrea from Dayspring writes that “Sometimes in order to
come into a new season and spring forward in faith, we have to
let go of the old season. Isaiah 43:18 NIV says, "Forget the
Pastor’s Claire, Jean and Alan at
former things; do not dwell on the past." One of the many
dinner after Easter Services.
lessons life teaches us is to let go. We can't hang on to past
hurts, past struggles, and past relationships. And, sometimes this means we have to give
ourselves time to grieve in order to move forward. We may have to let ourselves feel the loss, be
sad for a little while, and talk to someone who cares. After we've grieved, we can pick ourselves up
and start looking ahead once again.”
As spring starts to surface and the trees begin to bloom, we can see God’s reminder to align our
hearts to the new thing He’s doing. This month let us be asking Jesus to help us embrace all the
“new” he has in store for us.
May God’s Blessing Rain Over Us,

Pastor Claire
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May 1st
Camp Fontanelle Sunday
May 8th
Sermon: I’ll Push You: We All Need a Push
Mother’s Day
May 15th
Sermon: I’ll Push You: Strength in Weakness
3rd Grade Bible Presentation
May 22nd
Sermon: I’ll Push You: Living in Sabbath
May 29th
Sermon: I’ll Push You: Finding Our Purpose
Graduation Sunday/Memorial Sunday

Wear RED
On PENTECOST Sunday,
June 5
Congratulations to Marisa
(Sieler) & Jared Goedhart
on the birth of twin sons, Trevor
David and Liam Allen, born on
April 15th. Grandparents are Dave
& Sue Sieler.



The Day of Pentecost is the fiftieth
and last day of the Easter Season,
when the Church received the gift of
the Holy Spirit (Acts 2). “Pentecost”
comes from the Greek ‘pentek oste,’
which means "fiftieth."

Stan Acklie, April 11

Please offer PRAYERS for those in our church families (as of 4-28-2022)



Those in need of healing of the body, mind & spirit: Pastor Alan Gager, Pastor Claire
T: Brendalee Pearson, Leo Hegr, Sondra Reigle, Tom DeGroot, Dave Plugge
W: Joyce Hansen, Pat Dangler, Jim Long, Linda Scranton, Jared & Marisa (Sieler) Goedhart
Those facing cancer: W: Greg Hansen, James Koch, Joan Berg

 Those who are at home & in care facilities & all care givers:
Home: (W) Joyce Greenough, Ruth Bichlmeier, Sharon Carlow
Nebraska Veteran’s Home, Norfolk: (W) Vern Hepker
Countryside Home, Madison: (T) Daryl Hubbard, Lu Baumgart
St. Joseph’s, Norfolk: (W) Fran McAllister, Milford Weave
Meadows: (W) Rev. Dillon Hess, Helen Finkral, Lee Peterson, Mabel Siegert, Mavis Miller
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Sunday May 15th
3rd grade going into 4th
grade students will receive
their very own bibles.

Sunday May 29th
Are you graduating from High School,
College, or moving up into Middle
School? If so let us know so we can
recognize you on Graduation Sunday!!!

Trinity—June 20-23
Theme is “Glow in the Dark”
Westridge—July 10-15
Theme is “Food Truck Party—on a Roll With God”

The Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library monthly book gifting program is here
and running for the Madison School District area!! This program is brought
to you by the Madison Trinity United Methodist Church, Missions Team and
Dolly Parton!! Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library is dedicated to inspiring a
love of reading by gifting books free of charge to children from birth to age
5, through funding shared by Dolly Parton and local community partners.
Inspired by her father’s inability to read and write Dolly started her Imagination Library in 1995 for the
children within her home county. Today, her program spans 5 countries and gifts over 1 million free
books each month to children around the world. “When I was growing up in the hills of East
Tennessee, I knew my dream would come true. I know there are children in your community with their
own dreams. They dream of becoming a doctor or an inventor or a minister. Who knows, maybe there
is a little girl whose dream is to be a writer and singer. The seeds of these dreams are often found in
books and the seeds you help plant in your community can grow across the world.” -Dolly Parton By
mailing high quality, age-appropriate books directly to their homes, she wanted children to be excited
about books and to feel the magic that books can create. Moreover, she could insure that every child
would have books, regardless of their family’s income. How can you register your child? You can
enroll your child on-line at imaginationlibrary.com, or through paper forms that will be soon to be found
around town then mailed/returned to the church, or in person at Trinity United Methodist Church, 506
S Main St in Madison, NE. If you have any questions about the program, please feel free to reach out
to the main program coordinator, Katie O’Brien at 308-672-5767.
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History Of Mother’s Day
Mother’s Day began in its present form with a special service in May 1907 at the
Methodist Episcopal Church in Grafton, West Virginia. The service was organized
by a Methodist laywoman, Anna Jarvis, to honor her mother, who had died on May
9, 1905. By 1908 Anna Jarvis was advocating that all mothers be honored on the
second Sunday in May, and in 1912 the Methodist Episcopal Church recognized the
day and raised it to the national agenda. It has some parallels with the old English
Mothering Sunday in mid–Lent, which focused on returning home and paying homage
to one's mother, and with Mother's Day for Peace, introduced in 1872 by Julia Ward
Howe in Boston as a day dedicated to peace. From The UMC Book Of Worship

ODE TO MOTHERS
By Kristin F. McKendall

Mothers cannot do it all
But surely do they try.
Mothers hear the angel's call,
To comfort all who cry.
Mothers for themselves may fall,
For others they will fly.
Mothers bear the weight of all,
For their children, they would die.
A Mother's gift extends beyond
All bounds of time and space.
Her lovingness and nurturing
Make Earth a peaceful place.

It is time to think about Church Camp!
Do you like animals? There are camps for YOU! Do you like to explore outside? There are camps for
YOU! How about water & swimming or sports & team games? There is a camp for YOU! Do you have
gifts and skills you would like to explore and learn how to use to glorify God? You guessed it—there is a
camp for YOU! And ALL of these camps teach and encourage you on your faith journey.

Register TODAY!!!!

www.campfontanelle.com

Ask about discounts and Camp Scholarships

The friends and memories you make at camp will last you a lifetime!! Ask Crystal about camp friends &
memories! She can also help you look at what the other Great Plains Conference Camps offer.
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Trinity Administrative Board minutes on next page.

Trinity is responsible for delivering
Meals on Wheels every 4 weeks. Help
is needed! Thank you to those who
have already volunteered! More people
would be great and very appreciated!
You can do a whole week, or part of the week. Any
help is appreciated!
Please talk to Jo Waara (402-454-2505) if you are
interested in doing this or if you want more information.
Please prayerfully consider this opportunity to be in
mission to the community.

Trinity News
If you can help with VBS—June 20-23—
please talk to Angel or Naomi!
Angel Osborn (402) 992-2377
Naomi Hemphill
(402) 649-5582

Children’s Church News
Children's Church will have an ‘end of year’ party on
May 15th! At 10 am we will have Prizes for Learning—
so if you learned about the Bible in Children’s Church
you may have earned a prize! During ‘Big Church’ kids
ending their 3rd grade year at school will receive their
very own Bible!!!
THEN…...at noon—we will have lunch and a WATER FIGHT!!
(food and balloons provided)
If you have questions call Angel Osborn (402) 992-2377 or
Naomi Hemphill (402) 649-5582

If you know of community members who would
benefit from tutoring by Jo Lux & her assistants,
please invite them to contact the office or Jo Lux.

ESL & GED Classes
Do you know someone who wishes to
complete their GED? Or learn English?

Contact Jo Lux, 402-750-6166, for
information
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Trinity Ad Board April 13, 2022
The Ad Board met April 13 at 6 PM. at the church. Those present were Pastor Claire Gager, Jon Moyer, Kelly Wehrle, Gretta
Mewis, Jo Lux, Sherry Hake, Jeanne Reigle, Josh O’brien and Cindy DeGroot.
Pastor Claire opened with prayer.

Finance Report
Gretta reported bills have been paid. She reported the Audio and Video Licensing fees are individual contracts and there is
not an option to purchase them together at a reduced cost.

Minute Corrections
The Cruise & Associates Accounting firm was incorrectly stated as Krueger and Associates .
Concerning the motion made by Jo for a directive be issued to the Trustees due to precedence, trustee actions need to be
approved by the Administrative Board before taking action on projects, as all other committees are required to do. Notes showed
Gretta seconding the motion, however Gretta wanted noted she did not remember seconding the motion which makes the vote
null and void. At the March meeting, a question had arisen if it is required for the trustee committee, like all other committees, to
be accountable to the Administrative Board.
Pastor Claire reported she had reread “The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church” concerning Trustee
Committees duties and responsibilities after the March meeting. She found that the trustees ARE to be accountable to the
Church Council/Administrative Board and the Charge Conference. Actions need approval by the Administrative Board before the
action is to be undertaken.

Old Business
Pastor Claire reported the outdoor church cleanup was done April 9 by a group of church volunteers despite the cold and
windy conditions.
Booklets were made available with Committee job descriptions and responsibilities.

New Business
Due to a conflict for some members with City Council meetings also being held on the 2nd Wednesday of the month, Jo
motioned to move the Ad Board meetings to the third Wednesday of the month, pending Westridge would be willing to trade
meeting dates with us. Kelly seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Pastor Claire will be asking Westridge if it is possible to trade the meeting dates.

Trustees
Pastor Claire reported the water softener is no longer working in the parsonage. Culligan of Norfolk has been contacted and
waiting for a bid to replace the softener and to also include drinking water to be supplied to the kitchen. She also reported a
damaged downspout had been replaced.
Jeanne reported they are waiting for a bid from Platte Valley Concrete to construct the new sidewalk on the West side of the
church. The sidewalk design and construction will keep the concrete 6 feet from the base of the tree with pea gravel & rebar
protecting the tree roots as suggested at the previous meeting.
Josh reported the City approved the plans and construction of the sidewalk. Plans also include a handicapped van accessible
parking stall and handicap sidewalk accessibility. Signage was suggested to lead people to the South door handicap entrance.

150th Anniversary Celebration
Jeanne reported on plans for the delayed 150th Celebration to coincide with the MHS Alumni Celebration the first weekend of
August. Pastor Claire will invite the Bishop and former Pastors to speak during the worship service Sunday, August 7. Plans
include inviting everyone from the community, past members and alumni to join us for a chicken dinner with salads and desserts
under a tent with a free will donation basket to help defray the costs. There will be bouncy houses, and more!
Meeting adjourned at 7:16.

Be a rainbow in someone else’s cloud.
2022 Church Signs Calendar
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WESTRIDGE CHURCH COUNCIL, April 6, 2022
Present: Sue Andreasen, Sue Sieler, Deb Ussery, Dave Scarf, Rick and
Mary Christensen and Pastor Claire Gager.
Meeting was call to order by Sue Andreasen, and Pastor Claire led us in
open prayer.
Minutes were read and approved.
Treasurer report was handed out, we went over the report. We received a
bill from Hoffman Plumbing on the work they have done at the church for
$976.85.
Old Business:
The Web page was discussed and the current one will need to be renewal
June 19, 2022 the fees of $29.95 for domain names and the web site fee
$144.00. Sue S. has done some looking and the Web Press Pro is
approximately $15/month but we will need to build the web site. Deb will
talk to her son Nick to see if he can help us out with a new web page.
The carpet cleaner machine has been purchased so we will be cleaning the
carpets more than once every two years.
New Business:
Trustees: Dave S. said that the insurance company needs to cancel our
policy and then will renew our policy to give us rates. We talked about the
banks safety box that the church has and Dave S. will go look into seeing
what is in the box and check on the signatures and to see how to change
the names on who can get into it. Dave Scarf took the mower out to Joh
Deere to get service.
Memorial: Received some Memorial money from Audrey Weaver.
Healthy Community: Deb is planning on have a meal this summer with the
community; plans will be coming. The Blood Drive will be at the church April
25, 2022 from 10 A.M to 4 P.M.
Ruth Circle: The Ruth Circle will be meeting April 12, 2022, they have been
having a nice group. Please join them everyone is welcome.
Sue Sieler has said that sometimes when she comes to the church that Fed
X has been delivering to the church so it sits out which is not good. She will
get in touch with Fed X and correct the delivery address to her address.
Trinity has asked Westridge to change our council date to the 2nd
Wednesday of the month. Deb U. made a motion to change to the 2nd
Wednesday and Sue Sieler seconded it, as long as it’s ok by Trinity’s
council. The next meeting will be May 18th at 7:00 P.M. at the church.
Use of Church: We have been asked to open our church to be used by
Parent to Parent two times a month the 2nd and 4th Sat. from 4 P.M. to 7:30
P.M. We will have our church agreement for usage for them to sign. Deb U.
made a motion and second by Dave Scarf to allow them the use of our
church the motion was carried.
Easter VBS will be April 15th from 1-4 P.M. Deb said she has 12 kids
coming she will need volunteers to help out. On April 12, 2022 Deb will be
stuffing the eggs for Easter VBS and the Ruth circle will be helping her out.
Easter sunrise services will be at 7:17 at the church with breakfast
afterward and then regular church service at 9:00. We will need a one call
to go out to let our church members know the times.
Sue Sieler and Deb Ussery let us know that the Rummage sale will be on
May 20th and 21. Friday the 20th the hours will be 4 to 7. The hours on the
21st will be from 8 to 1. So be cleaning out your closets and bring to the
church. More detail will be coming during the next few weeks at church
services.
Next Meeting will be May 18th at 7:00 P.M. at the church.
Pastor Claire led us in closing prayer.
Respectfully submitted - Peggy Fox Recording Secretary

Westridge
News
Ruth
Circle

Ruth Circle met April 12 with
8 present. Upper Room was
used for lesson and
discussion. Helen served
dessert. Next meeting is May
10th at 1:30 pm.

Come join us for First Thirteen Wednesdays,
6 pm is supper, 6:30-7:30pm activity. Next
event is Wednesday, May 4. Fun for everyone,
kids, young (including those young at heart!)
and/or families! If you wish to drop the kids off
and have some ‘me’ time—that is fine too!!

Did you know that our
Conference Mission Shares
for 2022 total $8,393?
Since it was established in
2009 with a gift from the Wayne & Marian
Scheffler Estates, the Scheffler Scholarship
Fund has provided thousands of dollars in
scholarships for our college students.

May Collection
Westridge is collecting
diapers for the Norfolk Sixpence
Program. Any size is welcome
but the most used sizes are 3, 4,
5, & 6.

There are Freezer Fairy meals in
the freezer at church.
Please share them with people
who need the blessing of a meal.
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Westridge Rummage & Bake Sale!
May 20, 4—7 pm
May 21, 8 am—2 pm
Drop off time are:
Monday 8 am—5 pm
Tuesday 8 am—5 pm
If you are interested in helping, need
things picked up, or have other questions,
please call Sue Sieler 402-750-5112 or
Deb Ussery 402-649-2330.

Celebrating Easter at Trinity with balloons
and confetti filled smash eggs!!
Below, the children look in the tomb for Jesus
but all they found is his burial cloths.

Something new for our parish this year was Holy
Humor Sunday! Silly hats and clothes, noise
makers, kazoos and jokes made for a memorable
service.!! Jon is sporting his party hat!

May’s Healthy Food

Amaranth

Why it’s good for you: Though it’s often referred to as
a grain, amaranth is actually a seed that is rich in fiber and
naturally gluten free, making it appropriate for people with
celiac disease. In addition, it’s a complete protein and
contains cholesterol lowering fiber.
How to eat it: It can be turned into a morning porridge,
popped like popcorn and used in sweet treats, too.
Nutrition per 1 cup: Calories: 251, Fat: 4 g, Sodium: 15
mg, Carbohydrates: 46 g, Dietary fiber: 5 g, Protein: 9.4 g.
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It’s Spring Cleaning Time and While you’re cleaning your house,
invite God to also clean your soul.
Eliminate clutter. Get rid of distractions that block your intimacy with God. Take an honest look at
what might be interfering with making your relationship with God your top priority. Are you devoting
more time and energy to working, watching TV, shopping, sports, socializing with friends, pursuing a
hobby, or something else than you’re devoting to time with God? How much time are you really
spending doing activities that nurture your connection with God, such as praying; participating in
church; and reading, studying, and meditating on the Bible? Are frazzled thoughts cluttering your
inner life, or are you making time regularly for quiet reflection, and asking the Holy Spirit to renew
your mind? Eliminate clutter in your schedule and your mind to create space to focus on what’s truly
important.
Scrub away dirt and disinfect. Cleanse dirty attitudes and behaviors and purify your soul. Are you
harboring bitterness against people? Do you entertain judgmental thoughts about people you don’t
like? Are you infected with anger, fear, or selfishness? Are you struggling with a bad habit or even
an addiction that causes trouble whenever it rears its ugly head? Pray about each dirty attitude and
behavior, asking God to help you clean up each one. Whenever negative thoughts enter your mind,
purposefully replace them with positive ones that reflect biblical truth. Whenever you’re tempted to
slide back into a bad behavior, pray for God to empower you to resist and overcome temptation.
Vacuum. Suck up everyday annoyances and persistent resentments that will stain your soul if you
let them accumulate. Keep short accounts with people rather than letting issues between you pile
up and spill over into dirty arguments. Ask God to help you learn how to deal well with difficult
people and those whose personalities differ from yours. Whenever people offend you in minor ways,
be willing to let the issues go. Whenever people offend you in major ways, be willing to forgive them
and reconcile if possible. Remember that God expects you to forgive others since He has forgiven
you. Trust Him to empower you through each step in the forgiveness process. Do all you can to live
at peace with others and resolve conflicts quickly and wisely.
Dust. Wipe away remnants of the past that are hindering you from moving into the future with
confidence. Ask God to show you ways you need healing from past traumas and losses. Then
patiently work through the healing process as God leads you, from prayer and journaling to support
groups and counseling. Expect that each time you deal with one layer of dust from your past, you
can see a bit more clearly as you move into the future.
Polish. Make your relationships shine by serving others as God leads you. Be creative about
figuring out how often you can bless others through your words and actions. Remember that even a
brief encouraging comment or small act of kindness can make a significant, positive difference in
someone’s life. Every day, look for opportunities to encourage or help the people with whom you
come into contact. Be willing to commit to longer-term service (such as volunteering for special
projects) when you sense God calling you to do so.
Organize. Rearrange your life so you can dream new dreams. Clear out your own agenda and invite
God to show you His dreams for your life. Then build your decisions for how to use your resources
(time, energy, talent, money, etc.) around pursuing those dreams, so you can focus on what’s
important without being sidetracked by what’s urgent. Set specific and measurable goals to help you
move closer to fulfilling God’s dreams for you. Check your progress regularly, and make whatever
adjustments you need to make to keep your life organized well.
Written by Whitney Von Lake Hopler
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At First Thirteen Wednesdays we talked about Jesus riding on the donkey through Jerusalem, the
palm branches, his Last Supper, Judas’s betrayal, and the meaning of Jesus’s sacrifice and the
Lord’s greatest gift of love given on Easter. The girls made donkeys and palm branches, and then
Samantha Zoucha and the girls made cards to send out to our home bound members for Easter.

Good Friday Easter VBS: THANK YOU TO ALL
WHO HELPED OR DONATED! We had 18 kids
plant flower seeds, learn the Easter story, play
some games, hunt Easter eggs, and enjoy a visit
and snuggle from our own Easter Bunny!!

Dave Scarf helping Pastor Claire build
the tomb for Palm Sunday and Easter
at Westridge.
Plenty of Holy Humor at Westridge too!
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